
 

 

 
Gard launches Guidance on Freight Containers  

 

3rd February 2016 

Gard today announced the launch of a new publication: Guidance on Freight Containers, 

the latest in a series of Gard Guidance books. The publication provides comprehensive 

information on handling containers both in terms of operations, geographical differences, 

regulations relating to transportation, design and maintenance of containers, and 

insurance. 

Rolf Thore Roppestad, CEO of Gard said:  

“One of our key principles is to facilitate knowledge and learning to help our Members 

and clients to better understand various elements of marine risk and its consequences. 

With over 90% of the world’s non-bulk cargo transported in containers on ocean-going 

ships, this type of risk is highly topical.  

“Container risks have become even more significant over the past two decades, with the 

growth in the size of container ships, and the corresponding changes required in 

container terminal operations and in other parts of the logistics chain. This guidance 

helps to get an overview of the rules and regulations relating to containers and their safe 

transportation.” 

The book is divided into themed chapters and each include ‘box-stories’ that showcase a 

particular topic in more depth and contain anecdotal personal experiences and advice. 

It looks at the suitability and quality of the containers themselves, as well provides insight 

and guidance on systems to ensure they are properly handled, stowed and secured on 

board – all the essential elements to achieving safe and efficient transportation of goods 

at sea.   

The production of this book has been a collaborative effort between external experts and 

Gard staff. Jeroen de Haas, Managing Director of BMT Surveys, and a specialist on the 

safe and secure transportation of containers, was the lead author. 

Copies of the book can be ordered via the Gard website at: 

http://www.gard.no/web/publications  
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Notes to Editors 

1. Gard is a shipowner-controlled provider of P&I, marine and energy insurance 

products, with over 450 staff in 13 offices around the world.  

2. The direct insurance entities within the Gard group; Gard P. & I. (Bermuda) Ltd, 

Assuranceforeningen Gard, Gard Marine & Energy Limited and Gard Marine & 

Energy Insurance (Europe) AS are rated ‘A+' by Standard & Poor’s.  
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