
 

 

 
Door manufacturers follow Gard’s lead in raising 
awareness of safety issues around watertight doors  
 

 

4 June, 2013 

In the days leading up to Gard’s conference last week which aimed to raise awareness of 

the dangers associated with the operation of watertight doors, the leading European door 

manufacturers agreed to form an international Association to work on safety issues.  

Meeting prior to the Gard conference, the door makers agreed that the IMO and flag 

states needed to give more attention to the safety of watertight sliding doors and that 

knowledge and maintenance were key in ensuring that doors were watertight and 

operated safely.  

Alf Martin Sandberg, Senior Technical Adviser at Gard, said “We are delighted we have 

been instrumental in bringing the industry and others together to focus on this life-

threatening problem. The creation of an association of door manufacturers to lobby for 

improvements in this area should add weight to the debate.  

“There is no easy solution to the challenges of balancing the safety and stability of the 

ship against operational needs for access via watertight doors. However, we hope that a 

good first step will be the proposal by some flag states to IMO later this month to review 

the SOLAS regulations and current guidelines which allow for watertight doors to be 

open during navigation”.   

At the Gard conference a range of speakers looked at the topic from the perspectives of 

insurance, regulation, design and manufacturing. From the regulatory perspective, there 

was a general consensus that too many watertight doors are left open while at sea; and 

that regulators need to address the current framework which appears to contradict the 

SOLAS requirement for watertight doors to be closed during navigation.  

Andrew Scott, Policy Lead for Stability, Subdivision and RO-ROs of the UK’s MCA 

believes that making the crew aware of the dangers of open watertight doors, and 

training them in operation and maintenance are key to improving safety in this area.  



 

 

Professor Emeritus Anders Ulfvarson, of Chalmers University of Technology in Sweden, 

an expert in ship design research, presented the DESSO study. The main focus of this 

research involved designing a Ro-ro ship which would not capsize after severe damage, 

the like of which does not exist today. Closed watertight doors are clear prerequisites to 

improving stability and survival aboard.  Henning Luhmann, Head of Basic Design at 

Meyer Werft illustrated how ship designs can be adapted to keep watertight doors closed 

and emphasised the need for design and operation to be aligned from an early stage. Dr 

Andrzej Jasionowski, Director of Stability and Ship Dynamics, at the Brookes Bell Group 

believes that traditional door use on ships should be abandoned, and and lays down 

challenges - to the door manufacturers to come up with a new generation of doors; and 

more radically to designers, to build ships without doors.  

Copies of the presentations given are available at www.gard.no. 
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Notes to Editors 

Gard is a shipowner-controlled provider of P&I, marine and energy insurance products, 

with gross written premium in 2012 of USD 884 million and total assets of USD 2.5 

billion. Gard employs 450 staff in 13 offices around the world.  

All insurance operating entities within the Gard group; Assuranceforeningen Gard, Gard 

P&I (Bermuda) Limited, Gard Marine & Energy Limited and Gard Marine & Energy 

Forsäkring AB are rated ‘A+’ (stable) by Standard & Poor’s.  
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