
 

 

 
Gard seeks industry solution to safety issues 

 around power-operated watertight doors  
 

 

29 May, 2013 

Gard today hosted a conference for a wide-range of industry participants to raise 

awareness of the safety issues around watertight doors on board ships and offshore 

units, and to suggest improvements to reduce the risks.  

Over 70 participants from leading European door manufacturers, and selected 

representatives of flag states, class societies, ship and offshore owners and naval 

architects gathered at Gard’s headquarters in Arendal, Norway to discuss the dangers 

and risks associated with the operation of watertight doors. This is the first initiative of its 

kind which was eagerly applauded by those attending.  

Alf Martin Sandberg, Senior Technical Adviser at Gard, said “Over the years we have 

seen that watertight doors, fitted below the bulkhead deck, either being left open or not 

well maintained when the hull is breached, have contributed to the ship capsizing or 

sinking in a number of high profile casualties. There have also been a number of cases 

where crew have suffered serious injury, or even death, during unauthorised use of 

power operated watertight doors.  

 “This is clearly a serious problem, and Gard has worked hard over the last several years 

to highlight the issues, spotlight some of the cases where problems have arisen.  As a 

leading P&I club and Hull insurer, Gard feels it is time to take more active steps to help 

the industry seek improvements and solutions. We are keen to get a discussion going 

and to start to build a consensus for a way forward.  

“We believe that the best solutions will be where regulators, ship designers and door 

manufacturers work hand in hand to find the optimal answer.”   

Copies of the presentations given will be available on Gard’s home page from 30 May. 
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Notes to Editors 

Gard is a shipowner-controlled provider of P&I, marine and energy insurance products, 

with gross written premium in 2012 of USD 884 million and total assets of USD 2.5 

billion. Gard employs 450 staff in 13 offices around the world.  

All insurance operating entities within the Gard group; Assuranceforeningen Gard, Gard 

P&I (Bermuda) Limited, Gard Marine & Energy Limited and Gard Marine & Energy 

Forsäkring AB are rated ‘A+’ (stable) by Standard & Poor’s.  
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