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North American ECA requirements after 1 August 2012 

 
North American Emissions Control Area (ECA) requirements 
The North American ECA will enter into force on 1 August 2012 and includes areas around the Hawaiian Islands but 
does not include the US Caribbean Sea ECA, which will enter into force on 1 January 2014. The geographical limits 
of the North American ECA can be found in Appendix VII of MARPOL Annex VI and in IMO Circular 
MEPC.1/Circ.723.1 
 
The sulphur content of fuel oil used on board vessels operating within the North American ECA must not exceed 
1.0% by weight on or after 1 August 2012. As an alternative to using low sulphur fuel oil, shipowners and operators 
may choose to equip their vessels with exhaust gas cleaning devices (scrubbers) in accordance with MARPOL 
Annex VI Regulation 4 and the corresponding emission value for a fuel oil sulphur content of 1%  is a ratio of 43.3 
SO2(ppm)/CO2.  
 
Further information can also be found in the US Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) fact sheet: Designation of 
North American Emission Control Area to Reduce Emissions from Ships. 
 
For vessels visiting Californian ports special requirements apply within 24 nautical miles (nm) of the California 
Baseline (shoreline). Reference is made to Gard Alert “Amendments to California Clean Fuel Regulations“ issued on 
1 December 2011 for details. 
 
Interim guidance on the non-availability of compliant fuel oil for the North American ECA 
The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) indicate that they do expect fuel oil compliant with the 1.0% sulphur 
standard to be available for vessels that plan to operate in the North American ECA - but also anticipates that, 
despite the best efforts2 of the shipowner or operator, they may in some instances be unable to ensure compliance. 
The EPA has therefore released interim guidance for shipowners and operators to:  
 

1) provide background information on the North American Emission ECA fuel sulphur standards;  
2) explain in what way compliance with these requirements can be established as well as how to demonstrate 

compliance if requested to do so by the United States government; and  
3) describe how to make a fuel oil non-availability claim should the vessel not be able to obtain compliant fuel. 

 
Click here to access the full text of the EPA statement and the interim guidance.  
 
Recommendations 
Members and clients are strongly advised to plan in advance so that vessels entering or operating in the defined 
North American ECA have fuel on board with a sulphur content of a maximum of 1.0% and that they start using it as 
of 1 August 2012. 
 
Once the North American ECA requirements enter into force, it will be essential that accurate records are maintained 
on board in order to be able to demonstrate compliance with the new requirements at any time during routine Port 
State Control inspections. Typical documents to be presented are bunker delivery notes, representative fuel oil 
samples, written fuel oil changeover procedures and the fuel changeover logbook. Other methods of verification of 
compliance may also be enforced and could include sampling and analysing fuel oil from the vessel’s fuel oil tanks 
and lines and air emissions from the vessel’s exhaust plume.  
 
If, in spite of best efforts, it is not possible to procure compliant fuel oil prior to entering the North American ECA, the 
United States government and the Flag Administration must be notified. In order to minimise disruption to trade and 
avoid delays, a “Fuel Oil Non-Availability Report” should be submitted as soon as possible and no later than 96 hours 
prior to entering the North American ECA. The interim guidance contains a list of the information that should be 
included in a Fuel Oil Non-Availability Report and also provides details of where to send the report.  

 
1 See also Gard Alert “North American ECA MARPOL amendments entered into force 1 August“ issued on 18 October 2011. 
 
2 “Best efforts” to procure compliant fuel oil, include, but are not limited to, investigating alternative sources of fuel oil prior to commencing the voyage 
or en route prior to entering the North American ECA. However, a deviation from the intended voyage in order to purchase compliant fuel oil is not 
required and the EPA does not expect vessels to use distillate fuel oil, other than as a blending agent, prior to 1 January 2015 when the 0.1% sulphur 
standard begins.  
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