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European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) – 
reduced medical costs for seafarers 
 
 
Background 
On 1 January 2006, the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) became the sole healthcare 
entitlement document within the EEA countries (the 27 EU countries, Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway). The EEA also has a special arrangement with Switzerland which allows the EHIC issued in 
any EEA member state to be used to access local healthcare. 
 
Although the EHIC has been available since June 2004, Gard still experiences that Clients and 
Members are not aware of this common medical scheme and its’ benefits with respect to potential cost 
savings for crew carrying the card.  
 
 
The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) Scheme 
The EHIC eases access to medical care in the EEA countries and Switzerland and the scheme’s 
intention is to allow persons to continue their stay in one of the member countries without having to 
return home for medical care when experiencing illness or accidents.  
 
The scheme allows anyone who is covered by the statutory social security system of an EEA country 
or Switzerland to receive medical treatment in another member country on the same terms as 
nationals of the country visited. The scheme further ensures that payment for medical treatment is 
settled directly between the two countries involved without the involvement of an insurance company, 
that is, between the country in which treatment is received and the country of residence of the patient.  
 
The EHIC is provided free of charge to those eligible.  
 
For more details about the scheme, please see the European Commission’s website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=559&langId=en. The website contains information on how to 
obtain the card in all member countries. A useful country by country guide on how to access 
healthcare in the various member countries is also included.  
 
 
Medical Coverage for Seafarers 
Seafarers from EEA countries and Switzerland will be covered by the EHIC scheme provided they are 
members of their national social security system. Costs not recoverable under the seafarer’s national 
social security will be considered covered by P&I in accordance with the terms of the seafarer’s 
Contract of Employment and applicable Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA). 
 
For European seafarers who are not members of a national social security system, costs of medical 
treatment will be considered covered under the P&I policy in accordance with the terms of the 
seafarer’s Contract of Employment and applicable CBA. However, as P&I insurance is secondary to 
other insurance schemes, including national social security schemes (ref. the Club’s Rule 71 for ships 
and Club’s Rule 38 for mobile offshore units), invoices should still be sent to the seafarer’s local social 
security office for reimbursement.  
 
 
Recommendations 
For Gard’s Members and Clients, seafarers carrying a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) can 
contribute to reduced medical costs and thereby reduced loss records, as the EHIC scheme will 
ensure that payment for medical treatment is settled directly between the two countries involved 
without the involvement of an insurance company.  
 
Gard therefore recommends all Clients and Members to inform their seafarers eligible for a EHIC to 
obtain the card and carry it as part of their compulsory personal documentation such as passport and 
seaman’s book when signing on to a vessel.  


